
 
 

   
 

 
 

   
 

   
 
 

    
   

   
    

      
     

  

     
      

  
    

  
 

 
 

  
 

   
    

     
      

    
   

  
 

     
       

       
   

     
  

     
       
           

    
  

 
 

 
  
  

  
   

  


 




 

AERONAUTICAL CHARTING FORUM
 
Instrument Procedures Group


Meeting 15-01 – April 28, 2015
 

RECOMMENDATION DOCUMENT 

FAA Control # 15-01-320 

Subject: Common Sounding Fix Names 

Background/Discussion: Complaints have been made that common spelled or 
common sounding navigation fix names are being used in terminal areas that are 
causing confusion.  Efforts have been made to enact change, but local facilities 
sometimes do not take notice because they have created the names and like them. In 
some cases, it does not seem to be a problem to an ATC controller, but quite often it is a 
struggle for the crew to get the correct spelling into a FMS in a timely manner. Recently, 
an airline crew was on radar vectors at KATL and was cleared direct SHELE to resume 
the ONYON arrival, but instead went direct SCHEL because it was on the assigned 
approach.  At KDFW, multiple complaints of too many “Navy” fixes have been common. 
TRYTN SID has “NAVYE”, SEEVER STAR has fix “NAAVY”, and CQY8 STAR fix 
named “NAVYS”. All in the DFW terminal area. Additionally, there is another “NAVYY” in 
the KPHL area. Attempts were made at local level to fix the issue, however the fixes are 
popular in the ATC environment. While certain names and “string of names” are popular 
in some terminal areas, they can cause cockpit confusion and FMS entry error, or a 
deviation in track. 

Recommendations: 

1. APA acknowledges the vast amount of fixes in the NAS and current efforts to 
manage them.  However, we would like to appeal to the group these decisions and try to 
find a way to resolve these occurrences when attempting to get them changed at a local 
level has failed. Perhaps the FAA Air Traffic Operations Oversight Division, or other FAA 
organizations responsible for addressing flight/air traffic safety, can assess these 
conditions and step in to resolve our concerns. Also, recommend a process be 
established to alert ATC facilities when these conditions are noted and require action. 

2. Order JO 7400.2K, paragraph 3-3-4d, currently states: “Five−letter names that 
are assigned by the Mission Support, Terminal Procedures and Charting Group and 
major commands will be coordinated with the associated ARTCC to preclude similar 
sounding fix names.” We do not believe this paragraph is explicit enough to prevent 
similar sounding fix names from being in close proximity to one another. This paragraph 
should be expanded to include language similar to what is in paragraph 3-3-3b, 
regarding Navaid naming and placement, which states: “The name must not sound 
similar to an existing NAVAID/fix location name within the originating ARTCC’s area, the 
adjacent ARTCC’s area, or within a 300 NM radius from the NAVAID involved.” ATC 
facilities following this guidance for “fix naming” would prevent situations shown in the 
examples from happening. 

Comments: 

Submitted by: Lev Prichard 
Organization: Allied Pilots Association 
Phone: 817-302-2150 
E-mail: lprichard@alliedpilot.org 
Date: 8APR15 



 
 

 
 



         
 

 
  

   
  

   
   

   
  

   
  

   
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
    

   
   

   
   

  
  

 

  
 

   
  

 
     

   
   

 
 

    
 

 
     

       
 

 
         
         

           
          
        
   

______________________________________________________________________ 

Initial Discussion – MEETING 15-01: Lev Prichard, Allied Pilots Association, briefed ( ) 
some examples of common sounding fix names in close geographic proximity, showing 
as examples three similar names in the Dallas area and two similar names in Atlanta. He 
said that when he questioned ATC about the three in Dallas, he was informed that the 
Navy veterans at the facility liked them. Lev acknowledged the massive number of fixes 
in the NAS and that finding all those with similar sounding names at inception is difficult, 
but there should be a mechanism to address when similar/confusing names/spellings 
are identified. A point was made that in the Dallas example, since the fixes are on 
different types of procedures, there should be no confusion. A spirited group discussion 
followed with pilot input that your procedure is often changed by ATC requiring a last 
minute data input into the navigation system during high work load periods, which is 
problematic if there are similar sounding/spelled fixes in close proximity, no matter what 
type of procedure the fix is tied to. A question was asked about when the aircraft is 
cleared to a new fix, shouldn’t that fix be on the drop down list in the FMS (no confusion 
possible) since only one procedure is loaded in the FMS? Ted Thompson, Jeppesen, 
brought up the precedence of the Cali disaster with an airliner cleared to similar 
sounding named fix which put them into a mountain, so there is a foreseeable 
consequence. Gary Fiske, AJV-82, pointed out that when that procedure was designed 
in the days before FMS databases, aircraft could not have navigated to the wrong 
NAVAID/fix (not in conventional reception range), but conceded that we are in a new 
era. Further discussion ensued regarding how the aircraft’s geographic position makes 
an easy cross check for the pilot and that even if the name is similar, the relative 
distance should indicate a problem. Rich Boll, NBAA, said he has noticed ATC issuing 
named fixes/WP’s instead of headings for weather deviations which has pilots entering 
points not on their original flight plans. Lev proposed a solution of developing a process 
to alert the facility and require action, since there currently is not one. Tom Schneider, 
AFS-420, suggested an addition to Order JO 7400.2K, adding guidance to what is 
currently in paragraph 3-3-3d, for NAVAIDS, looking for similar sounding names within 
300 NM, which prompted more group discussion. Mike Wallin, NFDC, said that when 
NFDC gets a name request, they do a search and if exact spelling is in use anywhere 
they deny. If spelled differently (slightly), he has no way of knowing whether a fix with a 
similar sounding name is located in close geographic proximity. Mike said the local 
facilities should be cognizant of their own airspace, identify potential problem fix names, 
and address the issue in the interest of safety. Gary took an IOU to address the specific 
fix name issues at Dallas and Atlanta, and if any other very specific obviously 
problematic issues exist, bring them to his attention. Tom mentioned the NASA reporting 
system and the Aviation Safety (AVS), Air Traffic Operations Safety Oversight Division, 
which visits facilities, could address these circumstances too. Tom again mentioned 
Order JO 7400.2 existing language (policy guidance), inquiring if it can be strengthened, 
and is there a searchable mileage distance to scan for similarities. Mike said he is not 
sure who is the OPR in NDFC for that item but will take the IOU to research, and if any 
committees exist will join. 

Status: Gary took an IOU to address the specific fix name issues at Dallas and Atlanta. 
Mike will take the IOU to research. Item open: AJV-8 (Gary Fiske)/ NFDC (Mike 
Wallin) 

Editor’s note: Later in the day Mike Wallin added that he had obtained draft language for 
the Order JO 7400.2, regarding similar sounding fix names, and there is proposed text 
that will read: “Fixes, WPs and LOMs are developed by Air Traffic, terminal products, 
DOD and third party developers and must not sound similar to existing fixes, WPs or 
NAVAIDs named within the originating ARTCC area, the adjacent ARTCC area, or within 
300 NM of each location…” 
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______________________________________________________________________  
 

MEETING 15-02: Gary Fiske, AJV-82, discussed changes in the works concerning a 
number of previously identified similar sounding fix names in close geographic proximity, 
giving dates when changes will occur. NFDC already has proposed changes to guidance 
language in FAA Order 7400.2, (a copy is in the minutes of ACF 15-01). Item will remain 
open for one more cycle. 

Status: Report status at next meeting. Item Open: AJV-82 (Gary Fiske). 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




